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civilization, the one sound spot in our social conscience.
Money is the most important thing in the world. It repre-
sents health, strength, honour, generosity, and beauty as
conspicuously and undeniably as the want of it represents
illness, weakness, disgrace, meanness, and ugliness. Not
the least of its virtues is that it destroys base people as
certainly as it fortifies and dignifies noble people. It is
only when it is cheapened to worthlessness for some, and
made impossibly dear to others, that it becomes a curse.
In short, it is a curse only in such foolish conditions that
life itself is a curse. For the two things are inseparable:
money is the counter that enables life to be distributed
socially: it is life as truly as sovereigns and banknotes are
money.' This is splendid mental food for children growing
up to be citizens in an age of potential plenty: and, did
I own a school or factory, I would hang framed copies of
this nobly realistic creed in letters of gold about the place,
even if I had to displace such efficiency slogans as Time is
Money and Get Out This Means You. Recognition of
the importance of money is the basis of all sound and
successful personal and national morality, and every teacher
and twaddler who denies this or suppresses it, Shaw insists,
is an enemy of life.
No one has made clearer than Shaw the closeness of the
bond between life and money. The tragedy of the medical
profession, for instance, what is it but that doctors are
forced to prescribe medicine" for patients whose real need
is more money? How can a nation breed healthily, let
alone live healthily, when according to Sir John Orr one
quarter of it lives in a chronic state of malnutrition ? Shaw,
it is good to note, is not a member of the Change of Heart
School. Change the diet, change the system, he implies,
and the heart will take care of itself. If we want healthy
children we must have healthy parents, and parents cannot
be healthy unless they are also wealthy; and we cannot have
healthy and wealthy parents except in healthy and wealthy
houses and towns, and for these we must have healthy and
wealthy countries. 'The crying need of the nation is not
for better morals, cheaper bread, temperance, liberty, cul-
ture, redemption of fallen sisters and erring brothers, nor